II. THE BEARDMORE GLACIER
(126 miles: Dec. 10-21)
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The Barrier Stage had been completed more
or less according to schedule. The ponies
had taken twenty-four units of food to within
five miles of the objective. But the party was
five days late owing to the blizzard, an occur-
rence which nobody could have foreseen in
December. This meant that they were
already eating rations that should not have
been touched until they were on their way
up the glacier. The Pole was still 500 miles
away, and the season slipping by. In eleven
days it would be Midsummer's Day.

But there was an even more serious loss
which could not be reckoned by calendar or
diet-sheet. The party, having completed a
strenuous 400-mile journey, had of necessity
lost a proportion of its health and vigour.
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